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The universal oppressions of women that have forwarded a patriarchal
history, The mother has to decide whether to include a patch in honor of
some occasionTo say that I was not a fan of the Xerox Alto is an
understatement, at least for about 5 years. I didn't speak of the machine
unless I had to and then I'd mention it's "custom built" status. I bought an
801 SX with a Harlequin II from a decent company and was totally into it
and for a couple of years after that bought a 4800 CX - non custom. I had
been looking for a model II or III. Thanks to John for reminding me of the
Alto, I was not there but the way he describes it brings back the memories
of the days when it was one of the firsts to have a graphical user interface. I
remember holding it in my hands and thinking "this is all wrong"... but I can
not remember any of my thoughts or emotions around it. But the Steve Jobs
vs. Xerox story is all fiction. Steve did not invent any of the technology we
use today. Thats why I use the term "custom built" - it's the same level of
capability that would be found in a production computer - it may even use
the same chips. Its to say that I do not really remember how I feel about it.
The Xerox Alto "inspired" me to think about the whole concept of a personal
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computer and the interface. Just the same there were several steps I took
with the Xerox Alto. From the small team we had with 3 people (Simon and I
being the managers) we tried to have as much flexibility as possible. We
adopted a modular design and the hope was that modules could easily be
replaced without having to worry about replacing the whole. If I can take
one module off it will still work. If I take the whole thing off it will still work. If
I can replace one module for another from the same company, in the same
product, the same part number, it will still work. The way it was delivered
was to put the machine on the floor next to the building's reception and
someone would pick it up and bring it to me. Often I would be in the middle
of an important meeting and the person would hand it to me. I will never
forget my 1cdb36666d
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